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In our re-examination of this important episode in
Rousseau's life, two questions are involved.

There is first of all the question of facts. What do
we actually know of Bousseau's behaviour to Therese,
and to his children ? And what evidence have we that
these children were ever sent to the " Enfants Trouves " ;
or, for that matter, were ever born ?

And, secondly, there is the question of Rousseau's
moral character. What is the amount of blame that
belongs to him, in the case that these children were
actually disposed of in the manner he imagined; or,
again, in the event, that lie was guilty in will only, and
not in deed, of their abandonment ?

Now it is evident that whilst the last question is the
one of chief importance, the answer we shall make to it
must depend upon an impartial effort to solve the first.
Rousseau's moral responsibility, of course, is the matter
with which we are chiefly concerned. Still, until we
have sifted the facts, we are not in a position to decide
what his motives and the influences at work within and
around him really were. What if the result of a
careful re-examination of all information available be to
leave us with a large amount of negative evidence, all
tending to show that Rousseau did not send his children
to the " Enfants Trouves," for the simple and sufficient
reason that these children, outside of Rousseau's imagina-
tion, and the audacious fables invented by Therfese
Levasseur, had no real existence ?

Even so, of course, Rousseau must be held morally
responsible for his intentions.1 But these intentions,

1 I would ask that attention may be given to these statements
because some critics of this study have used against me the very
assertions that I have here emphatically made! Eowseau is morally
responsible far what he intended to do and believed Tie had done, But
be could not have believed that he tore infants from the mother's
arms if there were no infants in the case. ISTor could he have
imagined that he carried these infants off concealed in the folds of
bis cloak, as Lamartine describes; nor if Therese played ofi this
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